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Introduction

This guide offers a self-paced course on Human Rights Justifications based on the HRJust Intersect
Observatory and the HRJust Climate Claims materials. It includes video lectures, interviews, reading
materials, organized into 7 learning modules.

Module 1. What Are Human Rights Justifications?

Key Videos:
- Human Rights Justifications in the EU and Beyond

o Link: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/human-rights-justifications-in-

the-eu-and-beyond

o Claudio Corradetti — Before the Law. On the paradox of human (legal) rights

= Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-
library/#tvideo-series

o Enzo Rossi —Human Rights as Ideology?

Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-
library/#tvideo-series

Module 2. Political Theory & Normative Dimensions

Key Videos:

Ayelet Banai — Human rights and the states: defending critical statism in human rights theory

o Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-library/#video-
series

Ester Herlin-Karnell — HR Justifications and Values in the EU

o Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-library/#video-
series

Nikola Schmidt — Experts as normative power

o Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-library/#video-
series

Module 3. Legal & Institutional Frameworks

Key Materials:

- Aravind Ganesh — Justifications in the EU

o Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-library/#video-
series

C.E. Popa Tache — Human rights in the context of contemporary international law and
transdisciplinarity
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o Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/human-rights-in-
the-context-of-contemporary-international-law-and-transdisciplinarity-a-book-
discussion/

- Ganesh, A. ‘Waves of Freedom’: Kant and the Right to Rescue on the High Seas. Draft of
01.08.2024 Amended version forthcoming in Vol. 72 Buffalo Law Review (024)

o Available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2024/09/HRJust-WP3 working-paper -Ganesh PUBLIC.pdf

Module 4. Empirical Assessment

Key Videos:

- Martin Scheinin — Facts and Norms in Human Rights Assessment: Can human rights
compliance be measured?
o Video available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/facts-and-norms-
in-human-rights-assessment-can-human-rights-compliance-be-measured/
- Veronika Bilkova — The Venice Commission and Human Rights Justifications
o Report available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/the-venice-
commission-and-thehuman-rights-justifications/

Module 5. Gender, Intersectionality & Vulnerability

Key Materials:

- Videos from Gender Lecture Series
o Series 1 on The Building Blocks of Gender Studies: Foundational Concepts to Navigate
a Complex Field of Study, link: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/gender-
lecture-series/full-programme-of-the-gender-lecture-series-2024-now-avaialble/
o Series 2 on The Building Blocks of Gender Studies: Practical Pathways to Equality, link:
https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/gender-lecture-series/gender-lecture-

series-2025/

- Summer School on Inclusion and Sustainability in Vulnerability Video-Interviews
o Videos available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/events/looking-back-at-
the-summer-school-on-inclusion-and-sustainability-in-vulnerability/

- Alessi, N. P. (2025). Intersectionality as a legal concept? Applications and implications of the
notion (within and) beyond non-discrimination law. BioLaw Journal — Rivista di BioDiritto, n.
1/2025, pp. 475-505. DOI: https://doi.org/10.15168/2284-4503-3503

o Available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/42ALESS|.pdf
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Module 6. Human Rights Justifications in Climate Litigation

Key Materials:

- Cristani, F., Fornalé, E. (2026). Human Rights and Justifications in Climate Litigation: A First
Attempt at Conceptualization. In: Fornalé, E. (eds) Sea Level Rise. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-89171-7 8

- Fornalé, E. (2024). “Parita di genere e cambiamenti climatici in tempi di "polycrisis™, in Di
Stasi, A. (ed.). Dalla non discriminazione alle pari opportunita: Un itinerario di confronto,

ricerca e sperimentazione di buone prassi a UNISA... e oltre (Editoriale La
Scientifica), https://zenodo.org/records/10716027
o Available here: https://zenodo.org/records/10716027
- Interactive Tools — Invoked Rights, Justifications typology and Instruments
o Available here: https://www.hrjust-climate-claims.eu/index.php/tools/infographics

Module 7. Climate Litigation and Civil Society Engagement

Key Materials:

- Cristani, F., Fornalé, E., ‘Confronting Human Rights Justifications in Climate Litigation:
Developing a New Methodological Approach for the Systematic Ongoing Direct Civil Society
Engagement’, Juridical Tribune — Review of Comparative and International Law 15, no. 2 (June
2025): 208-229. DOI: 10.62768/TBJ/2025/15/2/01

o Available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/article.pdf

- Magdalena Florova — Civil Society Engagement in Human Rights-based Climate Litigation
before National Courts

o Available here: https://hrjust-intersect-observatory.eu/intersect-library/#working-
paper-series

- Interactive Tools — Civil Society Infographics

o Available here: https://www.hrjust-climate-claims.eu/index.php/tools/infographics
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